New Beginnings International Church

House Fellowship Study Questions for the Coming Week: November 21, 2010
“Paul: Apostle of New Beginnings”

Scripture Lesson: 1 Timothy 4:1 – 8; 2 Corinthians 5:11 - 21
Opening Prayer—Pray for the Holy Spirit to superintend your time together as a group.
Introduction: (a) Think about what we have heard over the past eight messages on living for God as expats.  Even if you have not been there for all eight messages, can you point to any important teaching or lesson that you have personally gained from this look at eight Bible characters: Abraham, Moses, Joseph, Aquila and Priscilla, Ruth, Esther, Daniel and Paul?  (b) Very briefly review the outline of Sunday’s sermon about Daniel.
Discussion Questions
1. Read Acts 9:1 – 19.  We heard on Sunday that the greatest secret to Paul’s success as a Christian was his life-transforming encounter with Jesus.  Why do you think that Luke (the writer of Acts) records this same experience three times (see it also in Acts 22:3 – 16 and 26:9 – 18)?  Very few people get knocked off their horses when they come to Christ—or nowadays even have a horse—so what do you think are the universal factors here that apply to all people coming to Christ?  What did Jesus mean when he said to Nicodemus that he must be born again?

2. Paul made good progress as an expat by learning to identify with those to whom he was ministering.  See what he says in 1 Corinthians 9:12 – 23.  How have you personally discovered ways to identify with Nigerian culture that have created good will for you and opened doors for more effective interaction and acceptance?  How important do you think this is?

3. Paul talks about the gifts of the Spirit in 1 Corinthians 12, and says, “To each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good” (v. 7), “All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just as he determines” (v. 11).  It was God himself who gave you your gifts, and he gave them for the good of others.  So, how serious do you think we are about discovering our gifts and using them?  Have you discovered what your gifts are?
4. We learn a lot from Paul about both disappointment and trouble.  What are the advantages of believers when it comes to facing these types of things in our lives?
Closing Prayer:  Pray for God to give all of us a clearer understanding of the importance of knowing God in a born again experience.  Also, pray that God will help us to have courage to face disappointments and trouble and to not lose heart.  Pray for individual needs in your group, as well as for all of NBIC.  Pray for God to give us continued growth—both numerically and spiritually—in the coming days.

